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Flashback 
Ecosystem for Contemporary Cultures
Corso Giovanni Lanza 75, Turin, Italy

EXHIBITIONS, PERFORMANCES, INSTALLATIONS 
AND CURATORIAL PROJECTS

[bookmark: _heading=h.72tc2483jhez]GAZA, OPERA VIVA and OPERA VIVA, IL MANIFESTO - STARGATE TO GAZA
by Alessandro Bulgini 
curated by Christian Caliandro
Pavillon B, ground floor 

Since its inception sixteen years ago, and especially with the editions of Taranto Opera Viva (2016-2018), Alessandro Bulgini's artistic project Opera Viva has always aimed at shedding light on neglected, marginalized and submerged areas of existence and everyday reality – and to do so through the pure presence and discreet action of the artist.
In this sense, the red “uniform” is a signal, an indicator: it stands for a possible connection, a tenuous and though essential link. The author thus becomes – as Giulio Paolini wrote – the bearer of the artwork: and the work itself is the context, or rather, the relationship with the context.
Here, the reflection deepens, and the context becomes the most tragic and significant event of the century: as it has already been said, written and recited, ‘we thought we were liberating Gaza, but - instead - it is Gaza that is liberating us’. Over the last two years, a place, a strip of land, a battered space has become much larger than its physical boundaries, transforming itself into a powerful metaphor for other injustices, other abuses of power, other forms of oppression. And so, observing Bulgini's body and the mark of this red T-shirt positioned in city centers  (Milan, Rome, Turin) and among the stands of contemporary art fairs (Art Basel, miart) immediately establishes a connection, a relationship, which is at the same time a detachment, a distance: that which separates a tourist, creative and economic world that seems to want to go about its business as if nothing had happened, that is, that seems to want to pretend nothing has happened at all costs, and the trace, the memory, the symptom of something that has gone wrong, terribly wrong. Something that is out of place, and always will be. Something that, like everything that has been removed – and like the sailing boat with the flag at the top of the mast towering above the wall of the first room – will return again and again and again...
***
On the other hand, there is almost nothing worse than hearing and reading Westerners (us) speaking on behalf of the Palestinians – just as it is always tragic to hear older people talking about young people, interpreting young people, judging young people on their behalf. Therefore, this project would not have been complete without the posters in Piazza Bottesini, which this year – for the edition entitled Stargate to Gaza – have featured photos taken directly from the Strip. Since 2016, this poster has been a window and - at the same time - a hollow space, an interstice that helps us glimpse what has been, and what is coming.(Christian Caliandro). This has been even more true in recent months, opening up like a portal onto 14 snapshots that are glimpses of life, modest and neglected, visual evidence of resilience and resistance. Because ‘art must be a mediator between here and elsewhere’ (Alessandro Bulgini). 
We would like to thank: the Our Voice Association, the Palestinian Community of Palermo, the representative from Gaza Amal Khayal, and the authors of the images: Jacopo Intini (Gaza NGO collaborator), Majed Abu Shala, Randa Abu Ramadan, Haya Saqer, Ahmed Akkila, Intisar Ibrahim, Amal and Amira Khayal. 

COMPASSIONE
by Alexander Mostafa Fazari
curated by Alessandro Bulgini
Pavillon C, Il Circolino

[bookmark: _heading=h.jan0iiq1bhue]In Alexander Mostafa Fazari's language, calligraphy is not simply decoration or an aesthetic gesture, but a form of secular prayer, an act of listening that transcends matter to restore meaning to silence. In Compassione, the artist transforms a fragile, everyday material — golden thermal blankets, symbols of emergency, protection and survival — into a luminous skin that covers the walls of the Circolino, the former spiritual heart of the foundling hospital and now a convivial space of Flashback Habitat. The gesture is simple but deeply meaningful: those thin golden surfaces, created to save lives, become the fabric of a new possible humanity. On them, the artist's hand writes verses from ‘The Prophet’ by Lebanese poet Khalil Gibran.  Compassione stems from the desire to restore meaning to a word that is often misused, but which in its original meaning — cum patior, “to suffer together” — contains an invitation to reciprocity, responsibility and care. Deprived of its utilitarian function, the matter is elevated to a luminous epiphany that combines fragility and strength, precariousness and salvation. The gold reflects the observers, compelling them to recognize themselves within the surface they are observing.  In Alessandro Bulgini's curatorial vision, Compassione represents one of the highest expressions of the dialog between art and life that runs through Flashback Habitat: a gesture of radical openness, a reminder of vulnerability as a common condition, an exercise in empathy that opposes the logic of separation. “In a world that tends to close itself off, compassion becomes the most revolutionary form of openness. It is an invitation to recognize in others the same thirst for peace, justice and beauty. Fazari's art, like Flashback itself, is a place where difference is welcomed and embraced.”

An artist of Egyptian origin, Alexander Mostafa Fazari lives and works in Turin. His research explores the relationship between sign and identity, word and image, spirituality and city. For him, calligraphy is a universal language capable of uniting distant worlds: Islamic aesthetics, Mediterranean sensitivity and contemporary reflection coexist in his works.









[bookmark: _heading=h.sok5a6jgvjoo]BUTTERFLY
Video art exhibition curated by Rebecca Russo
in collaboration with Videoinsight® Foundation – ETS
Vivarium and Pavilion C, cinema area

A simple title, yet rich in references: Butterfly It is a metaphor for every transformation, for the lightness that arises from weight, for the beauty that blossoms from fragility. Like the butterfly, art – and video art in particular – undergoes phases of continuous metamorphosis, transforming pain, memory and vulnerability into a flight of awareness and freedom. The exhibition, which will be running until March 29th 2026, fits naturally into the Flashback Habitat program, a shared home for contemporary cultures. A place where memories of the past and the vitality of the present coexist, generating new forms of listening and participation. The collaboration with the Videoinsight® Foundation – born from the method developed by curator Rebecca Russo, which combines contemporary art, psychology and science to promote well-being and personal growth – adds a further level of depth: art becomes a tool for healing, a means of transformation, a force that opens inner passages and restores faith in the possibility of change. On display is a selection of twenty artist videos from the Videoinsight® Collection, created by internationally renowned artists who reflect, each in their own way, on the metamorphosis of the self and the world. From the lyrical tensions of Janet Biggs (Can't find my way home, 2015) to the poetic fragments of Emilia Faro (The Prince's Metamorphosis, 2010), from the bodily anxieties of Kate Gilmore (My love is an anchor, 2004) to the symbolic power of the works of Masbedo (Glimà, 2008) and Hans Op De Beeck (Parade, 2012), the exhibition traverses mental and physical landscapes in which identity dissolves, regenerates and opens up to the other. There is the vertigo of movement in Ali Kazma, the surreal irony of Sissi, the dreamlike dimension of Fabrizio Passarella, the psychological research of Ursula Mayer, and the perceptive depth of Vlatka Horvat. Every work becomes a stage in an inner journey, a visual reflection on the fragility and strength of human beings, on the possibility of change, of rebirth, of flying again. In Butterfly's visual language, the concept of “care” translates into an aesthetic and relational experience.  The works invite visitors to pause, listen and interpret the images through their own sensitivity, in a journey that intertwines with the history of the place and with Flashback's mission: to restore visibility to the invisible, give voice to the fragile and create spaces for authentic relationships. As in the chrysalis that conceals the miracle of metamorphosis, also in Butterfly the transformation is silent but constant: art becomes a living organism, constantly regenerating, capable of generating empathy, thought and awareness.

Featured artists: Janet Biggs, Maurizio Camerani, Emilia Faro, Michael Fliri, Kate Gilmore, Goldiechiari, Vlatka Horvat, Polina Kanis, Ali Kazma, Edson Luli, Marcos Lutyens, Ursula Mayer, Marcello Maloberti, Masbedo, Hans Op De Beeck, Fabrizio Passarella, Cheryl Pope, Stacks, Sissi, Michele Tombolini, Ulla Von Brandenburg.

Rebecca Russo is the chairperson of Videoinsight Foundation - ETS, whose mission is to promote mental and physical wellbeing and prevent health issues through the experience of art. Videoinsight® means awareness and transformation, intuition that involves the mind and emotions, on a conscious and unconscious level. The Videoinsight® Method, developed in 2010, integrates psychology, science and contemporary art; it has been tested in medicine and recognized by the international scientific community. The Foundation introduces works of art from the Videoinsight® Collection into healthcare institutions and social contexts to improve quality of life, guide attitudes, stimulate human resources, and activate insights for the purposes of evolution and growth. 




PASSING BY / UNCONSCIOUS ELEVATION
by Carl Pfeil
“Cross installation” - Audio and video installations
Pavilion B – elevator

Unconscious elevation (61’22”) is a sound installation rooted in the dimension of inner ascension. Taking its title from the ‘anti-shock position’, it suggests the idea of a return of vital energy to the center of the body and mind. The work is structured as a single immersive experience: an ambient, poetic and progressive soundtrack that leads the listener towards inner thresholds.

Carl Pfeil was born in South Tyrol; he works and lives between Turin and Bolzano. Trained in analogue photography and cinema (including studies as a director of photography, also abroad), he has developed a poetic style that straddles the boundary between image, sound and physical experience. In recent years, he has created site-specific works and immersive installations based on meditative and sensory processes, capable of activating relationships between space and memory, perception and silence.


FIORI - FLOWERS
by Enzo Obiso
Flashback Habitat, Pavilion B, corridors

Enzo Obiso, artist and photographer (founder of PHOS – Center for Photography, which is based within Flashback Habitat), has provided us with a series of images for the fair which, using lightboxes, accompany us along the corridors of Pavilion B. 
The everyday life and intimate dimension of this installation reflect the very process that transformed the buildings at Corso Giovanni Lanza 75: from an institutional space, once dedicated to the protection of minors, to an open and shared place, capable of welcoming and generating relationships. Enzo Obiso's photographs interact with the architecture of the complex, bringing out its memories and layers, restoring familiarity to a place that reveals itself through the presence and lives of the people who inhabit it. 
The sea lilies, recurring protagonists of the images, photographed between Vietnam and Italy, become a symbol of this rebirth: the plants transform the space into a welcoming place, further contributing to the construction of a shared habitat where everyday life intertwines with human relationships.

OPERA VIVA BARRIERA DI MILANO, THE BILLBOARD
A project by Alessandro Bulgini
Pavilion B, ground floor and stairways

Opera Viva, Barriera di Milano, Il Manifesto is a public art project established in 2015 that uses the municipal public advertising space of Piazza Bottesini in Turin (Cimasa 56530). As in much of his poetry, creator and artist Alessandro Bulgini narrates and acts with and on lateralities, diversity, physical and cultural periphery. The Flashback Habitat space displays all the images from the posters of the ten editions, which involved more than 70 national and international artists.





mAFF – mater Art Film Fest
The exhibition of the 6 selected short films
Pavilion B, second floor
For the first edition curated by Tommaso Magnano, mAFF explored the state of contemporary audiovisual art through international authors, artists and directors who reflected on the theme mater (MOTHER/MUM) with works produced between 2020 and 2025. During the festival days, the 12 selected videos were presented and screened in the video area of Pavilion C.
The special jury (composed of Diana Bagnoli, Gianluca De Serio, Christian Caliandro, Marla Francis and Chiara Pellegrini) selected the 6 finalist works, which are exhibited to the public on the second floor of Pavilion B.
Fresh oranges into the ocean – Silvia Giordano, Nuanda Sheridan (Italy)
Talk to me – Yuliya Tabenska (Poland)
The Scapegoat – Ali Fard (Iran)
This is Raquel's Not-so-secret Diary – Raquel Agea Ramos (Spain)
Two one two – Shira Avni (Canada)
Ya Hanouni – Lyna Tadount, Sofian Chouaib (France)
Until mid-February 2026, the exhibition will be open to the public, who will be able to vote for their favourite short film.
The final winner will receive the mAFF Trophy, which will be awarded during the closing evening of the exhibition, an occasion on which the six finalist artists will be invited.


PERMANENT EXHIBITIONS

UNA VITA MIGLIORE (A BETTER LIFE)
Fragments of Stories from the Institute for Childhood of the Province of Turin
A work by Alessandro Bulgini, in collaboration with Città Metropolitana di Torino
Flashback Habitat, Pavilion B, 3rd floor

Exhibition Una vita migliore. Frammenti di storie dell’Istituto Provinciale per l’Infanzia della Provincia di Torino intends to give voice again to the multitude of worlds that intertwined in the halls of the facility, namely Turin's former foundling hospital, through glimpses of stories and some of the protagonists. Through original fragments, collected thanks to the collaboration of those who were there at the time, documents recovered from the historical archives of the Province of Turin and direct testimonies, Bulgini orchestrates a choral work where history, emotions, art and life are intertwined.

mater
Alessandro Bulgini
Luce d’artista / Costellazione / Città di Torino
Pavillon C, roof

Usually works are gifts, this one even more so. Alessandro Bulgini
Installed on the roof of Pavilion C, the tallest building in Corso Lanza 75, mater is visible from Porta Nuova station all along Corso Vittorio Emanuele II in Turin.
Alessandro Bulgini's artist's light is a vision in the dark, a gift dedicated to those who were born more than forty years ago in the current location of Flashback Habitat, the former Istituto per l’Infanzia  of the Province of Turin. mater is a tangible sign of an invisible presence, the imprint of the mother left in the short time she has been here, and represents for those who were born here, the space in which to find themselves. It is a work that gives light to a desire, and from the roof of the oldest and highest villa of the former Institute, it has become a beacon, a sign, a pole star to follow.


Vivarium
The Flashback Habitat Art Park

Vivarium [from Latin vivo - alive] is Flashback Habitat's permanent outdoor exhibition, transforming the large 9,000 square meter green area into a constantly evolving art park. Devised in 2022, the idea is to create a space where works of art integrate and interact with the natural, historical and human environment. The works are ‘adopted’ by Flashback, which welcomes them and allows them to take root in the ecosystem.
Sedie nello spazio (Chairs in Space) by Fabio Cascardi, Mushroom Forest by Michel Vecchi, Tout se tient by Luisa Raffaelli, Donna a braccia aperte, Uomo a vagare, Pulcino con i riccioli d’oro e Pittore con un occhio solo (Woman with Open Arms, Man Wandering, Chick with Golden Curls and Painter with One Eye) by Carl Von Pfeil, Light of the Apocalypse by Alessandro Bulgini and Reality Fiction by Maurizio Taioli.
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Flashback
Ecosistema per le culture Contemporanee
Corso Giovanni Lanza 75, Turin Italy
flashback.to.it 
info@flashback.to.it
t. +39 393 64 55 301

Promoted by 
Associazione Flashback

Under the patronage of 
Città di Torino

Program with the contribution of
Regione Piemonte, Camera di Commercio Torino, Fondazione Compagnia di San Paolo, Fondazione CRT

In collaboration with 
Cassa Deposito e Prestiti

With the support of 
Iren, Studio Cernaia

Cultural partners
Opera Viva, l’Artista di Quartiere, Videoinsight Foundation

Media partner
La Stampa, exibart, Turismo Torino

Press Office
Margherita Dionisio / +39 339 6114425 megdionisio76@gmail.com
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